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During the Saturday double-header televised baseball games of the 1970s, the 
network showed video clips of controversial plays.  Before the umpire actually 
made the call, the video stopped and challenged the viewer with, “You make the 
call.”  After the commercial break and before the game resumed, they returned to 
the video and explained the proper call, and you were able to test your 
knowledge of the rules.  My rules of the game knowledge was never very good.  
  
The Major League rulebook contains about 71 rules; conversely the Little League 
rulebook holds 111.  Every game has rules, and in order to avoid chaos and an 
unfair advantage, the rules are written down, explained and published so that 
everyone knows the framework by which the game is played.  No one wants to 
play a game where rules are fluid and are arbitrarily changed just to give an ad-
vantage to one player or team.  
  
Baseball, unlike any other game or sport, has a series of “unwritten rules” to help 
guide the play of the game.  According to one website, at least twenty-five of 
these rules exist.  Some of these rules include: don’t steal third base with two 
outs; if a pitcher hits a teammate, hit one of theirs; no showing up or bat flipping 
for a home run (refer to previous rule).  At least twenty-five of these so-called 
rules exist, and my guess is that the list will get longer not shorter with 
time.  Baseball isn’t the only group to have rules run amok.  
  
According to some sources, the Jewish religious leaders in the first century had 
calculated that the Law contained over 600 rules.  To top it off, they quickly de-
bated among themselves the most important rules to obey.  Thus, when Jesus 
was asked about the greatest commandment (Mt. 22:34-40; Mk. 12:28-34), they 
were inviting him into a current discussion/debate.  While one may marvel at their 
penchant for numbering commands, it was their Unwritten Rules that exposed 
their hypocrisy.  
 
I’ve read a number examples of the rules that were enforced in order to protect 
the Israelites from breaking the commands.  They decided a specific distance 
was safe enough before breaking the 4

th
 Commandment.  They also refused to 

eat eggs that chickens laid on the Sabbath, because the chickens “worked” to lay 
the eggs.  Of course we can quickly see their flawed thinking, and even mock 
them, because noting others’ legalism is easier than noticing our own tenden-
cies.  They were man-made.  They were fluid and could easily be changed.  They 
became more important than keeping the Law itself.  They were the Unwritten 
Rules. 
  
When we prescribe a dress code for 
worship, or demand everyone to use a 
certain translation, or refuse to allow 
certain songs sung in the song service 
(i.e.  Stamps-Baxter or “camp songs”), 
or saying the Old Testament doesn’t 
really count because we’re New Testa-
ment Christians (the list is endless), 
are we not simply creating or enforcing 
Unwritten Rules?  

 
Continued on page 3... 



Welcome To All of Our Guests 
We give a special welcome to all of our 
guests today. If this is your first time to 
visit with us this year, please stop by the 
Welcome Center in the foyer at the 
conclusion of services, sign our guest 
register and pick up your gift for being one 
of our guests today.  
 

Gluten Free Communion Available 
We have gluten free communion available 
for anyone who needs it. It can be found 
at the Welcome Center. You can simply 
pick it up before the services or on your 
way into the auditorium. 
 
Contact Info For The Partlows 
 
Address: 
347 Bell-Air Lucasville, Ohio 45648 
 
Jon’s Cell: (270) 871-0892 
Cile’s Cell: (270) 871-0993 

For our national leaders and world 
leaders as they lead their respective 
nations 
For our nation  
For our troops in Afghanistan, Bosnia, 
Korea, Iraq, Liberia, Haiti, and other places. 
For those who are being martyred and 
persecuted for Christ in our own time. 
For the church in Siliguri and Naresh  
Chhetri and Ashok Basfor 
For the churches in Honduras and Haiti 
who partner with us in the gospel 
 
Prayers For Sunshine Family 
 
Alan Graff Chemo treatments have been 
discontinued. Home recovering from his most recent 
hospital visit.  
Garnet Lindeman is in need of prayers. She is not 
doing well. Prayers for Garnet and family. 
Bill Gammon is home recuperating from heart  
by-pass surgery. Continued prayers. 
Judi Allison is home and still recovering. Continued 
prayers for Chuck and Judi. 
Cheryl Lemon is home now. Continued prayers. 
Helen Creech prayers for ongoing strength. 
Gene Crisp has been moved to River Bend House: 
900 Pirate Dr, Wheelersburg, OH 45694. Continued 
prayers. 
Merritt Hayward Struggling with health. Prayers for 
Merritt and his family. 
 

Prayer Requests 
 
Bonnie Grashel (Kathy Gampp and Terry Grashel’s 
Mother) has been diagnosed with colon cancer. Prayers 
for Bonnie. 
Rosie Williams (niece to Buddy Mefford) will be 
having surgery tomorrow, August 7th. Prayers for Rosie.  

8/7-12 Scioto County Fair 
9/29  Deep Love Marriage  
  Enrichment Event 
9/29-30 Youth Work Camp 
 

Sunshine Church Service Info 
 
Anonymous Prayer Request Hotline: 
Text 94706 & your request to the phone 
# 22333  
 
Sunday Morning Live Streaming: http://
media.sunshine-church.com or http://
sunshinecofc.sermon.net 



Deacons Meeting  
On Sunday evening, August 13, there will 
be a deacons meeting. 
 
2017-2018 School Year 
We have many students and school staff 
that will be returning to school in a couple of 
weeks. Prayers for a successful school year 
and for the students and staff. Thank you! 
 
Deep Love Marriage Enrichment Event 
Mark you calendars for a marriage 
enrichment simulcast event that Sunshine is 
offering on Friday, September 29. More 
information to follow soon. 
 
Tyler Meredith’s Moving To Texas 
This will be Tyler’s last week at Sunshine for 
a while due to moving to Lubbock, Texas for 
schooling at Sunset Bible Institute. He will 
be in the AIM (Adventures In Missions) 
program beginning on August 12th. He will 
be training in Bible and missions for 8 
months and then he will go to the mission 
field for 18 months. His family would 
appreciate prayers for safe travels and for 
God to do many great things through him. 
 
Reminder: Sunshine Directory Online 
Just a reminder, if you have a smart phone 
or tablet, check out the online version of the 
directory at : 
 
https://airtable.com/shrIMnuQuSTPXxwBu 

Week 32: 
 

Aug. 6—Lesson 63 Exodus 15 
Aug. 9—Lesson 64 text Exodus 16 
 
Discussion Questions for Families: 
 
1. What did the Israelites do once they crossed 
the Red Sea?  

2. When the Israelites complained in the wilder-
ness about a lack of food-what happened?  
3. How long could manna be kept?  
 
Week 33 Text: 
 

Exodus 17 & 18 
  

Bible Knowledge For August  
 
Name the 10 plagues that were inflicted on 
the Egyptians.  

When we prescribe a dress code for worship, or de-
mand everyone to use a certain translation, or refuse 
to allow certain songs sung in the song service 
(i.e.  Stamps-Baxter or “camp songs”), or saying the 
Old Testament doesn’t really count because we’re 
New Testament Christians (the list is endless), are we 
not simply creating or enforcing Unwritten Rules?  
  
Two passages come to my mind concerning these Un-
written Rules.  First, when Jesus was asked about the 
greatest commandment, he focused on Deuteronomy 
6:4-5, “loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength,” and Leviticus 19:18, “loving our neighbors as 
ourselves” (Mt. 12:29-31).  Secondly, when he uttered 
the seven woes against the Pharisees and teachers of 
the Law, he told them they should have spent more 
time focusing on the more important points of the Law: 
justice, mercy and faithfulness without ignoring the oth-
er matters (Mt. 23:23).  
  
Without creating another set of rules it seems Jesus’ 
challenging words are clear enough.  Keep loving God 
and each other a priority.  Start investing in justice, 
mercy and faithfulness.  Stop creating Unwritten Rules, 
because keeping the first two challenges are hard 
enough.  
 
Soli Deo Gloria!! 



Regular Service 
Times 

 
 

Sunday 
Early Worship - 8:15 am 
Late Worship - 10:00 am 
Bible Study - 6:30 p.m 

Wednesday 
Bible Study - 7:30 p.m. 

 
 

 

This bulletin is a publication of the 
Sunshine Church of Christ. To learn 
more about the Church of Christ you 
may contact us at the telephone number 
or address on the front cover. Deadline 
for each issue is 8 am Friday. Content 
s h o u l d  b e  e m a i l e d  t o 
info@sunshine-church.org 

 

Visit us on the web: 
sunshine-church.org 

 

Those Who Serve 

This puzzle can be found at : https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/hidden-pictures/detail.asp?fil=hidden-pictures-swimming.jpg 


